
Sukladno obvezama koje je Republika Hrvatska preuzela u sklopu procesa pristupanja EU, u tijeku je izrada Nacionalnog strateškog referentnog okvira i Operativnog programa za Regionalnu konkurentnost 2012-2013. Temeljem Zakona o zaštiti okoliša (Narodne novine, br. 110/07) određena je obveza izrade strateške procjene utjecaja na okoliš Operativnog programa. Studija je sastavni dio Operativnog programa, koji će se na usvajanje uputiti Europskoj komisiji. 
Osim Prilogom I Uredbe o strateškoj procjeni utjecaja plana i programa na okoliš („Narodne novine“, br. 64/08), kojim je propisan Obvezni sadržaj strateške studije, u nastavku donosimo izvadak iz radne verzije Nacionalnog referentnog strateškog okvira, koji će biti usuglašen s EK i partnerskim institucijama te se kao takav može koristiti samo kao informacija o mogućim ključnim područjima djelovanja budućeg Operativnog programa, na kojega se odnosi predmet ovog natječaja. 
Operational Programme “Regional Competitiveness” 

Thematic priority 3: Competitiveness and balanced regional development

Priority Axis 1: Enhancing the Competitiveness of the Croatian Economy
This priority axis is based on establishing and ensuring the framework conditions for improving the capabilities of the enterprises and creating conditions for better competitiveness of the Croatian SMEs. This includes grants and better access to non-grant finances, and intensive support to all undertakings, which will redirect their operations to new productions, application of new knowledge and technologies, foster innovation and increase productivity.

1.1. Improving the business environment and increasing SME competitiveness

The measure will focus on creating a favourable environment for foreign direct investments, export support and promotion, improvement of SME competitive conditions and cluster promotion. Further, it envisages direct assistance through grant schemes targeted on strengthening the competitiveness of SMEs both legal and natural persons, as well as the use of non-grant financial instruments. The measure will also include financing different marketing and promotion activities of Croatian National Tourist Board oriented towards the promotion of Croatia and its regions as tourist destination. 

1.2. Technology transfer and support for knowledge-based economy

The measure will support technology development programmes, establishment of centres of research excellence, research and technological development infrastructure, innovation and technology transfer in public and private sector and it will aim to strengthen the capacities for competitive R&D.

Priority Axis 2: Increasing the Development Potential of the Croatian regions
This priority axis is focused on increasing the attractiveness of the Croatian regions for inhabitants, investors and visitors by improving public infrastructure as well as quality and availability of public services.

2.1. Regional infrastructure 

The measure will focus on the development of public business, tourism, and broadband related infrastructure, and additionally public services infrastructure such as education, employment and health services. The aim is to create conditions for entrepreneurship development, favourable living standard and as such stimulate economic growth and job creation in the Croatian regions.

Priority Axis 3: Technical assistance

Technical Assistance as a separate priority axis of the RCOP aims at ensuring the supportive mechanism for conducting individual tasks of the MA/IB for the RCOP defined in the General Regulation.

3.1. Technical assistance for the Management of the Operational Programme

The objective of this measure is to support the effective management of the Operational Programme, its promotion by information and publicity activities, projects appraisal and selection by external assessors where appropriate, operation and function of the RCOP Monitoring Committee, training, as well as evaluations to be carried out at the programme level. 

3.2. Studies and project preparation facility

The measure will support activities related to the development of sector studies, preparation of future programming documents and identification of project pipeline

